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Transportation presented to the Congress a
blueprint for modernizing our Marine Trans-
portation System—the waterways, ports, rail-
ways, and roads that move people and goods
to, from, and on the water. We must build
more and better ships, modernize our ship-
yards, create deeper ports for today’s ever
larger containerships and ocean liners, and
maintain a skilled maritime workforce. We
must also ensure that local, State, and Fed-
eral agencies, the U.S. military, the maritime
industry, shippers, labor unions, environ-
mental groups, and other concerned organi-
zations work in partnership to carry out this
blueprint.

As we celebrate National Maritime Day
this year, we also mark the 50th anniversary
of the U.S. Maritime Administration.
Throughout the past five decades, the dedi-
cated men and women of this agency have
worked to improve the competitiveness of
our maritime industry in world markets and
to strengthen our ability to respond swiftly
and effectively in times of crisis. On behalf
of a grateful Nation, I salute these out-
standing public servants for their commit-
ment to the U.S. Merchant Marine and to
the shipbuilding, repair services, ports, and
intermodal water and land transportation sys-
tems they need to function efficiently.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine to our Nation’s pros-
perity and security, the Congress, by a joint
resolution approved May 20, 1933, has des-
ignated May 22 of each year as ‘‘National
Maritime Day’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue annually a
proclamation calling for its appropriate ob-
servance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 22, 2000, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I urge all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities and by dis-
playing the flag of the United States in their
homes and in their communities. I also re-
quest that all merchant ships sailing under
the American flag dress ship on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of May, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of

the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 25, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 26.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Chile-United States
Agreement on Social Security With
Documentation
May 22, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social

Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)) (the ‘‘Act’’), I trans-
mit herewith the Agreement Between the
United States of America and the Republic
of Chile on Social Security, which consists
of two separate instruments: a principal
agreement and an administrative arrange-
ment. The Agreement was signed at Santiago
on February 16, 2000.

The United States-Chilean Agreement is
similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force between the
United States and Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Nor-
way, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
and the United Kingdom. Such bilateral
agreements provide for limited coordination
between the United States and foreign social
security systems to eliminate dual social secu-
rity coverage and taxation, and to help pre-
vent the loss of benefit protection that can
occur when workers divide their careers be-
tween two countries. The United States-
Chilean Agreement contains all provisions
mandated by section 233 and other provi-
sions that I deem appropriate to carry out
the purposes of section 233, pursuant to sec-
tion 233(c)(4) of the Act.

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key
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points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the provi-
sions of the principal agreement and the re-
lated administrative arrangement. Annexed
to this report is the report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a
report on the effect of the Agreement on in-
come and expenditures of the U.S. Social Se-
curity program and the number of individuals
affected by the Agreement. The Department
of State and the Social Security Administra-
tion have recommended the Agreement and
related documents to me.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 22, 2000.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the South Korea-
United States Agreement on Social
Security With Documentation
May 22, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social

Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)) (the ‘‘Act’’), I trans-
mit herewith the Agreement Between the
United States of America and the Republic
of Korea on Social Security, which consists
of two separate instruments: a principal
agreement and an administrative arrange-
ment. The Agreement was signed at Wash-
ington on March 13, 2000.

The United States-Korean Agreement is
similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Finland, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United King-
dom. Such bilateral agreements provide for
limited coordination between the United
States and foreign social security systems to
eliminate dual social security coverage and
taxation and to help prevent the loss of ben-
efit protection that can occur when workers
divide their careers between two countries.
The United States-Korean Agreement con-
tains all provisions mandated by section 233
and other provisions that I deem appropriate

to carry out the purposes of section 233, pur-
suant to section 233(c)(4) of the Act.

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key
points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the provi-
sions of the principal agreement and the re-
lated administrative arrangement. Annexed
to this report is the report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a
report on the effect of the Agreement on in-
come and expenditures of the U.S. Social Se-
curity program and the number of individuals
affected by the Agreement. The Department
of State and the Social Security Administra-
tion have recommended the Agreement and
related documents to me.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 22, 2000.

Interview With Tom Brokaw
of NBC’s ‘‘Nightly News’’
May 22, 2000

Permanent Normal Trade Relations With
China

Mr. Brokaw. Now to the President of the
United States, live from the Roosevelt Room
at the White House. Mr. President, good
evening. Thank you for being with us.

You need 218 votes in the House. How
many do you have firm tonight?

The President. I don’t know, Tom, we’re
getting close. I’m not sure I agree with Lisa.
I don’t know that we’re confident, but we’re
working hard. And I think that the message
is getting there because everyone knows, first
of all, economically, China gets no new ac-
cess to our markets, and we get vast new ac-
cess to their markets. This is not like a normal
trade agreement. This is more like a mem-
bership deal. They get in the World Trade
Organization, and we get great new access
to their markets.

And secondly, I think all these people who
care about human rights in China coming out
for the agreement because it will move China
closer to the rule of law and closer to free-
dom—the dissidents in China, the new lead-
er of Taiwan, the Hong Kong democracy
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